
Pastoral Message 
Pastor Kyle Roggenbuck 

  
“O Lord, our Lord, you have created us for Yourself and our hearts are restless 

until they rest in You.”  ~Prayer of St. Augustine 

I came late to Lent. My family celebrated Easter when I was little, but it was of 

the coloring hard-boiled eggs and finding your Easter basket hidden in some 

secret place kind of celebration—rather than the "Christ is Risen!" sort. We   

almost never went to church, and it wasn't until I was through Seminary that I 

ever observed Lent with any kind of appreciation for the journey.  

 

These days, the season has become an important part of my own spiritual 

growth. I love the austerity of Ash Wednesday, the fact that we acknowledge 

our own mortality, as we receive the black smudges on our foreheads. I'm 

challenged by the special emphasis on penitence (an old-fashioned word that 

has a bad rap but really means just finding out ways we could be better than 

we've been and healing the harms we’ve done to others). I love the way we 

get to walk with Jesus and His (sometimes clueless) disciples as they make 

their long journey to Jerusalem through the stories that are timeless. But most 

of all, I love doing all this in community.   

 

The word Lent translates from a Middle English word that means "spring." In a 

real sense, Lent can be a 40-day springtime for the soul. It is meant to be a 

time of spiritual contemplation and renewal. Here at St. Matthew, we plan to 

focus on Christ’s extravagant welcome as we start our Lenten sermon series 

called “A Place at the Table.” We will be celebrating through word and song 

how throughout His ministry, Jesus invited all God’s children to come to the 

table of love. I hope you will attend or tune in to all of our Lenten services as 

you, too, are invited to the table.  

              (continued) 
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In the spirit of Lent being a springtime for our souls, I offer to you this poem: 

LENT 
By Ann Weems 
 

LENT is a time to take the time 

to let the power of our faith story take hold of us. 

a time to let the events 

get up and walk around in us, 

a time to intensify 

 our living unto Christ, 

a time to hover over 

 the thoughts of our hearts, 

a time to place our feet in the streets of Jerusalem 

 or to walk along the sea and listen to His word, 

a time to touch His robe 

 and feel the healing surge through us, 

a time to ponder and a time to wonder…. 
 

LENT is a time to allow a fresh new taste of GOD! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Kyle  
kyle.roggenbuck@stmatthewucc.org 

 

Lenten Sermon Series 

March 2nd  Turn and Return    Joel 2:1-2,12-13 

Ash Wednesday 

 

March 6th  Beloved              Matthew 3:13-17 

March 13th Who’s Invited?     Matthew 22:1-14 

March 20th  Living Water        John 4:1-29 

March 27th  Interruptions    Mark 5:21-43 

April 3rd   Do You See This Woman?  Luke 7:36-50 

April 10th   Palm Sunday/Passion   Luke 22:14-23 

April 17th   Easter     Luke 24:1-12 



 

 

 

Time marches on; the very cold weather should be behind us. Things 

are looking up in many ways, and we should start to see some signs 

of new life on the trees and ground. A good reminder that we too 

need to start coming out of our hibernation of the winter safely, and if 

numbers continue to drop and we stay vigilant, we can gather safely.   

While it is just March, Easter (April 17th) is around the corner. We can always use additional 

voices for that wonderful day. Rehearsals are conducted spread out and with masks, and the 

microphones have overcome many of the issues masks present with singing. Please consider 

joining the choir for the next few weeks to present an even more glorious sound for our wor-

ship that only comes with more singers.   

 

Hope to see you Wednesday evenings at 7:30 for rehearsals. 

 

Stay safe! 

 

Jamie Craig 

music.director@stmatthewucc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday, March 2nd 
"Remember, O mortal, that you are dust and to dust you shall 

return." 

Ash Wednesday is the day that marks the beginning of our 40 

days of Lent, walking alongside Jesus as He makes His way to 

Jerusalem and to His death and resurrection. It has traditionally 

been a time of spiritual renewal, a time of taking stock, a time 

of renewal. 

 

 

We invite you to observe Ash Wednesday by attending our Ash Wednesday service at 7pm 

on March 2nd. We are also offering Ashes To Go on Wednesday morning from 7-9am in the 

sanctuary, if you wish to stop by before your work day to receive ashes and have some time 

for prayer and quiet contemplation. 

Notes from the Music Room…..   

Music Rehearsal Schedule 

 

Tuesday Evening 

 

Bell Rehearsals 6—9pm 

Please contact KC for details due 

to COVID restrictions. 

 

Wednesday Evening 

 

Praise Band 6:45pm 

Sanctuary Choir 7:30pm 



SCRIP Program has Changed! 

It was announced in the Annual Meeting that the Scrip program is not bringing in enough 

money to keep running it the way we have been. Plastic card orders cost us $8.75 per ship-

ment, regardless of the number of cards. When we only have 1 or 2 participants per week, it 

doesn’t even cover the shipping charge.  

We will now only take physical card orders on the first Sunday of every month. The 

first Sunday will give you an opportunity to order reloadable cards along with other physical 

cards you may need. You will be able to place your own personal orders online anytime 

(instructions are attached) for virtual eCards and Reloads on existing cards, and pay from 

your own checking account for only $.15 per order.  

Click on these links to download online ordering instructions and lists of retailers             

that offer virtual eCards and reloads. 

SCRIP ONLINE – How To Order and Pay  eGIFT CARDS    RELOAD GIFT CARDS 

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

  1 Hillary Reckamp 

 Jessica McGill 

  6 Cheryl Umbeck 

  8 Erin Walsh 

 John Price 

12 Brian English 

16 Julie Barnshaw 

20     Lisa Curda  

21     Adam Kirincich 

23  Elijah Baird         

Andrew Kouns 

29     Lori Chatten 

30     Emily English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Pastor Kyle with 
any thoughts or questions, 
comments or opinions.  

 

Pastor Kyle is often in the of-
fice. She can be contacted at 
church, 630.665.1236, on her 
cell phone 630.854.0861, or 
make an appointment with   
Dani.  

 

 

office@st.matthewucc.org 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mt1tdH6XasBtOU2mInccyT3cSp825cdI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Coe_Z1m7MsPdT7rrg0gnwAKVvm2Qn2VE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlRL-InmA26NlbhnqRzzN3jMW2OhUu7W/view?usp=sharing


Food on the First 

Thank you to all who have generously donated.  

It is very appreciated! Here are the March needs: 

 

 

Please make sure items have 

not expired and are unopened. 

If you have any questions, please 

call Betty Greer at 847.207.9696.  

Betty will be at church on the following      

Saturdays from 1-2:30pm to collect             

donations: March 19th and 26th and          

April 23rd and 30th. 

Click here to make a financial donation to PRC. 

MISSION NEWS 

 

• Brownie mix 

• Canned pasta 

• Cake mix 

• Frosting 

• Soup 

• Cereal (hot or cold) 

 

• Baby wipes 

• Diapers, sizes 5-6 

• Bar soap 

• Toothpaste 

• Deodorant 

• Feminine pads 

Moment for Missions – People’s Resource Center (PRC) 

The People’s Resource Center (PRC) has been in existence since 1975, responding to 
hunger and poverty needs in DuPage County. They have sites in both Wheaton and West-
mont. Over 26,000 DuPage residents are helped through PRC assistance, and there are 
over 2600 volunteers who help make this happen.  

St. Matthew makes a monetary contribution biannually to support this organization. St. 
Matthew also, under the leadership of Betty Greer, collects food for the food pantry. 
Some of the programs available to clients are Rent Assistance, Adult Literacy, Computer 
Access and Training, and Job Assistance. Individuals can volunteer their time and talents 
through opportunities such as working at the food pantry, being a Resource Rescue Driv-
er to pick up donated food at grocery stores, tutoring, being a job coach, or offering com-
puter services and assistance. The website, https://www.peoplesrc.org/ has a wealth of 
information about the People’s Resource Center if you wish to learn more. 

Dear St. Matthew family, 

I would like to take a moment to say thank you to 

everyone for all of the prayers, cards, calls, texts, 

and kind words on the passing of my mom. Having 

all the love and support has made these past 

months easier to get through. 

May God bless you all! 

Betty Greer 

https://www.peoplesrc.org/donate/
https://www.peoplesrc.org/


MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Our Prairie Path Clean-up ministry resumes SOON! 
 
As we have done for the past five years, we are once again committing to clean a 1-mile 
section of the Main Branch of the Illinois Prairie Path in an effort to be good stewards of our 
community and our planet. This section begins in downtown Wheaton at West Street and   
extends east to President Street. We have committed to the following dates in 2022 (but can 
reschedule with advance notice, or if the weather isn't cooperative): 

 
 
Sunday, April 10th 

Sunday, June 12th 

Sunday, August 28th 

Sunday, October 16th 

 
 
If you want to participate, you will need to complete a waiver (once a year), and they will be 
available in the narthex in early April. Please call Dawn Schubert 630.542.0160 if you have 
any questions. The exact start times may vary, but in general, we will meet around 2pm. 
Watch the Happenings and bulletin for updates as the date approaches. 

 

Pickleball is a fun sport created for all ages and skill levels that 

combines many elements of tennis, badminton, and ping pong. 

 

Adults are invited to come play pickleball on Saturday, March 

26th from 2-4pm at the indoor pickleball courts at the Warrenville Park District indoor pick-

leball courts located at 3S260 Warren Ave. in Warrenville. You do not need any pickleball 

playing experience to participate in this event. The cost for participants will be approxi-

mately $12/person, which includes instruction for beginners, as well as a little something 

extra for the instructor. Grabbing dinner afterward will also be an option.  

 

This Membership Life event is limited to 30 participants and sign-up is required. The sign-

up sheet is in the narthex. Feel free to contact Linda Raymond at 630.702.1212 

(lindaraymond2002@yahoo.com) or Tracey Blake at 630.946.4884 (stutra@hotmail.com) 

with questions or to reserve a spot. Come join us for a fun-filled afternoon! 

A note from Marilyn Giese 

My heartfelt thanks for my St. Matthew family and friends who filled my 

mailbox to overflowing with greeting cards for my 90th birthday. Each 

message is a cherished reminder of the blessing I feel with your out-

pouring of love. May the peace of Christ continue to be with our St.  

Matthew fellowship.   



 

Mark Twain once said, “It's spring fever. That is what the name 
of it is. And when you've got it, you want—oh, you don't quite 
know what it is you do want, but it just fairly makes your heart 
ache, you want it so!”  

Crazies is waiting for that spring fever to come. But we're so excited to tell everyone what 
we are doing this month.  

March schedule: 

March 6th    crazies 5-6:15 pm  

March 13th  11am Confirmation class (no crazies)  

March 18th-19th Confirmation retreat 

Pastor Kyle, Dawn Schubert and I will be working with our confirmands on 
their faith statements and helping them pick out a life verse. 

March 20th  crazies 5-6:15 pm   

March 27th  No crazies (Spring Break)  

On the 6th and 20th, we will be discussing “Honor the Good: Avoid the Evil.” 

 

We’ve done some spring cleaning! Crazies is excited to announce that they are remodeling 

the youth room. They took down a majority of the posters that were on the walls and got 

rid of the old furniture. We are seeking some new things to update our space. If anyone is 

interested in donating any sofas, games, side tables, or couch pillows, please contact me 

through email or phone.  

 

God bless, 

Mel Jerome 

melj88@hotmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry 

 

YOUTH 



       Children’s Ministry 
      March 2022 

 

Thank you, Deb Felsenthal, for helping me plan and lead the Jesus, Light of the World 
workshop rotation and Valentine party. You are a blessing to both me and the children. 
 
For the Lenten season, the Sunday School lessons will follow the same scripture lesson 
that is being shared in the worship service. The series, Welcome to the Table, that Pastor 
Kyle is sharing during Lent is wonderful for both the adults and children. 
 
At the Sunday School Valentine’s party, the children made cards for Esse, the adult day 
care in Glen Ellyn. I was invited by Linnea Karpenske to bring the cards and meet the won-
derful staff and men and women who spend their day in Esse’s care. I gave a little talk, sim-
ilar to a children’s sermon, and told them how the Sunday School children enjoyed making 
their cards. Thank you, Linnea, for inviting me to join you at Esse on Valentine’s Day. 
 
Vacation Bible School 2022 dates have been set for June 6th – 10th. Please share 
the dates with your friends and family as we would love to have a wonderful turnout this 
year after being apart for so long. We are always looking for adult and youth volunteers for 
the five days. About 25 volunteers are needed for music, craft, story, game, and snack 
leaders plus helpers, shepherds to guide the children, decorating, etc. Please contact me if 
this is something you would like to do. 
 
We are taking final collections for the college and military care packages. A list of ideas and 
the basket for donations is in the narthex. Also, if you have a military member or college 
student that we can send a care package to, please send me their name and address. The 
deadline for donations is March 6th. 
 

March birthdays:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Wold,  
Director of 
Children’s  
Ministry 
 

     

Christy Banaszewski March 15th 

Bryce Holshouser        March 21st 

Ava Sancken    March 21st 

 

Cole Hutchison      March 23rd 

Grayson Hammond March 30th  

Luke Mothershed    March 30th  



Announcements 

   Prayer Requests  

Please send prayer requests via the following links. You can also email 

them to the office. You can make a public prayer request here: 

  https://www.stmatthewucc.org/joys-and-concerns   

     Private prayer requests can be made here:  

  https://www.stmatthewucc.org/prayer-chain 

2022 Voice, Happenings, and Bulletin Due Dates 

All submissions for the weekly Happenings and bulletin should be submitted to 

the office no later than 9am Tuesday for the week it runs. 

 

2022 VOICE deadlines: The Voice is not published in July. 

 March 20th, April 17th, May 22nd, July 17th, August 21st, September 18th, 

October 16th, November 13th, and December 11th.  

 

The Men’s Group meets on Tuesday mornings at 8am on 

Zoom.  

All men are welcome!  

Contact Byron Miller at byronmiller@ameritech.net for a Zoom 

invitation.  

 

Yoga in the Sanctuary 

Marla welcomes all members and friends to join her yoga class on 

Thursdays at 10am in March. Cost is $10/class.  

Masks will be worn, and we have plenty of space to social distance.  

Questions? Contact Marla Mothershed at 630.441.5963.  

Interested in learning more about St. Matthew? 

Would you like to know more about St. Matthew or the UCC faith?  

Are you interested in becoming a member? 

Pastor Kyle would love to talk with you!  

Contact Pastor Kyle or the office to set up a time to get together. 

https://www.stmatthewucc.org/joys-and-concerns
https://www.stmatthewucc.org/prayer-chain
mailto:byronmiller@ameritech.net
mailto:kyle.roggenbuck@stmatthewucc.org
mailto:office@stmatthewucc.org


Online Sunday Worship 
For those who are unable to attend Sunday worship in person, please join us 
on Sunday morning at 9:30 online for the pastor’s weekly message and      
worship service.  
 
There are three ways to access Sunday worship: 
 

Through YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/StMatthewUCC 
 
**Once you are on YouTube, you have the option to turn on closed captioning and resize 
the font. Once the video is playing, click on the setting wheel in the lower-right of your 
screen, choose Subtitles/CC, then choose English.**  
 
Through the St. Matthew Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmatthewucc/   
Select YouTube on the left side. 
 
Through our homepage: https://www.stmatthewucc.org/ 
 

 
Online Giving 
 
  

If you would like to give to St. Matthew UCC, you can donate in 

the following ways: 

 
• Mail a check to the church (1420 S. Gables Blvd., Wheaton, IL 60189)  

 
• Online with PayPal  
1. Simply click here to be directed to PayPal (or copy and paste): https://
www.stmatthewucc.org/donate and click the yellow DONATE button. 
2. You will then be directed to PayPal where you can use your own personal PayPal          
account or a credit card to make your donation. 
3. Click on either +Write a note (Optional) on the first page or +Add special instructions to 
recipient on the "Review your donation" page. Please indicate Sunday Offering so the money 
gets credited to the correct account. 
4. Please include your phone number so that we may contact you if we have any questions, 
and your address if you would like to receive a giving statement. 

  
  
  

• NOTE: You will be credited for the full amount of your gift on your giving statement; however, 

PayPal charges a $.30 + 2.2% fee on each transaction. St. Matthew will receive the net amount. 

The minimum amount for this online contribution method is $25. 

 
• Monthly electronic donations from your checking account 

 
If you would like to set up monthly electronic donations, please download this form:  
Electronic Donation Authorization, fill it out, and mail it to the church. You can also scan 
this form, along with a voided check, and email it to financial.secretary@stmatthewucc.org. 

These options are also listed on the St. Matthew website: www.stmatthewucc.org 

 
Questions can be directed to Edie DeBoard at financial.secretary@stmatthewucc.org. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StMatthewUCC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmatthewucc/
https://www.stmatthewucc.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=RNp1UlbpBcbh47DF-ct5RgUleD3oTvSJsY1_aYyExAcsbuE0c0IiWVBKohAInUEqfRzkLm&country.x=US&locale.x=
https://www.stmatthewucc.org/donate
https://www.stmatthewucc.org/donate
https://12bc6a5d-f392-52bd-5bcf-fbe26c4bed5b.filesusr.com/ugd/aa0a81_e7d34fb0caab480f9e6b0cf8de19f4ba.pdf


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
Men’s Group 

8am 

 

 

2 
Prayer Group 

1pm 

Ash Wednes-

day 

7-9am Ashes 

To Go 

7pm service 

3 
Yoga  

10am  

4 
Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

10am-3pm 

 

 

5 

6 
9:30am Worship 

 

5pm crazies 

7 
CE 7pm 

8 
Men’s Group 

8am 

 

Missions 

7pm 

9 
Prayer Group 

1pm 

10 
Yoga  

10am  

11 
 

12 

13 
9:30am Worship 

Worship meeting 

 

11am confirma-

tion class 

14 
 

 

 

 

    

15 
Men’s Group 

8am 

 

Council 

meeting 

 

16 
Prayer Group 

1pm 

17 
St.  

Patrick’s 

Day 

 

Yoga  

10am  

18 
Confirmation 

retreat 

 

19 
Donation 

Drop-off 

1pm 

20 
9:30am Worship 

 

5pm crazies 

 

Voice articles due 

21 
 

22 
Men’s Group 

8am 

23 
Prayer Group 

1pm 

24 
Yoga  

10am  

25 26 
Donation 

Drop-off 

1pm 

 

Pickleball    

2-4pm 

27 
9:30am Worship 

 

 

NO crazies 

28 

 

29 30 31 Tuesday  

nights 

 

Bells 

6-9pm 

Wednesday 

nights 

 

Praise Band 

6:45pm 

 

Sanctuary 

Choir 

7:30pm 

March 





STAFF 
 
Rev. Kyle Roggenbuck, Interim Senior Pastor       
kyle.roggenbuck@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Susan Wold, Director of Children's Ministry                    
susan.wold@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Mel Jerome, Director of Youth Ministry 
mel.jerome@stmatthewucc.org      
 
Jamie Craig, Director of Music/Choir Director                                                           
jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Brian Dobbelaere, Organist/Pianist  
brian.dobbelaere@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Kim Congdon, Handbell Director                                     
kim.congdon@stmatthewucc.org  
 
Dani de Leon, Administrative Assistant 
office@stmatthewucc.org 
 
Dawnelle Muff, Business Manager 
business.manager@stmatthewucc.org  

St. Matthew United Church of Christ 
630.665.1236 (Office) 
Office Email: office@stmatthewucc.org 
Web Site: www.stmatthewucc.org 
 
 
 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am 
Sunday Church School:10am 
  
 
  

Our Purpose: 
Become, Live, and Serve as Disciples of  
Jesus Christ. 
 
Our Identity: 
No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome and   
accepted here at St. Matthew United 
Church of Christ. 


