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Pastoral Message
Pastor Kyle Roggenbuck
God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
St. Matthew family,
I’ve been thinking a lot about change lately. We have been through a season
of change globally, nationally, and of course, in our little patch of the body of
Christ. Change is hard. Transitions are hard. There are seemingly no road
maps, no GPS, for us to chart our course.
But then I remember that our God is always on the move. Our God is always
charting the path forward, even if we can’t yet see it ourselves. Isaiah 43:1819 tells us Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. I
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
St. Matthew has pivoted with the pandemic bringing worship services to your
home, we have said goodbye to a well-loved Pastor, hired a transitional pastor, gotten a search committee up and running, and we continue to attract
new families who have found out about us from our awesome website. God IS
doing a new thing here at St. Matthew; I invite you to experience it for yourself.
I hope you have had a chance to make your voice heard during one of our series of Focus Group meetings so that our committed Search Committee can
hear your thoughts on the vision for the next Pastor. I hope you have been
able to attend services personally or remotely to see just what the Spirit of
God is continuing to accomplish here. We have more than 50 children signed
up for VBS in June. The Church Council has been reading a helpful guidebook
called Real Good Church to help us think strategically about things we might
do to be even more welcoming and relevant as we come out of these last few
years of pandemic life.
There’s an ancient Chinese proverb that goes like this: When the winds of
change blow, some people build walls and other build windmills. I choose to
believe that during this time of transition, we will be building windmills.
(continued)

l be preaching on the wisdom of Reinhold Niebuhr’s wonderful Serenity Prayer in June. I’ll also have a preaching series on prayer in July. We will be holding 3 outdoor worship services
this Summer—June 26th, July 24th, and August 28th. Our All-Church picnic and kickoff for
the program year will be September 11th. God IS doing a new thing here at St. Matt—do you
not perceive it?
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Kyle
kyle.roggenbuck@stmatthewucc.org

Pentecost Sunday—June 5th—11am
with Christ Tamil Church
Each year, 50 days after Easter, we celebrate the
birthday of the Church, which we call Pentecost. We
tell the story of how the Holy Spirit lit the hearts of the
early followers of Jesus on fire and blew a mighty wind
through their midst, and brought together people of
many different cultures and languages.
This year we will be celebrating Pentecost with our brothers and sisters in Christ from Christ
Tamil Church. We will have one service at 11am attended by both communities,
followed by a wonderful meal including dishes brought by each community. This
will be a wonderful opportunity for our two communities to worship together and to share a
feast of love and fellowship. Click here to RSVP for the lunch and let us know what you are
bringing. You can also call the office.

SUMMER SERMON SERIES
The Serenity Prayer
June 12th

Matthew 6:25-34

June 19th

Mark 2:1-12

June 26th

Philippians 4:4-9

Summer Outdoor Worship Dates
There will be an outdoor worship service in
June, July, and August, weather permitting.
June 26th
July 24th

August 28th
9:30am

Notes from the Music Room…..
Thank you to everyone who played, rang, or sang this past year! It
was wonderful to hear everyone on Music Appreciation Sunday. Thank
you to Brian, KC, and all the members of our various music groups.
You make joyful noise, indeed!
While summertime means that full rehearsals for the musical groups
go on hiatus, music still continues on Sundays. We need volunteers
to grace our services with selections. Many of you have musical talents but cannot commit to the rehearsal schedules of the groups.
This is an excellent time to step up and share them in Worship.
Please reach out to me so we can get you on the calendar. It doesn’t
have to be fancy, sometimes simpler is better. Individuals, duets,
small groups… all work well. Hope you will sign up on the sheet in the narthex.
Peace, and stay safe.
Jamie Craig
music.director@stmatthewucc.org

New Women’s Ministry
We have heard feedback through the recent focus groups
that our members would appreciate more opportunities to
connect with and meet members outside of service. We
invite all the women of St. Matthew to join a new
women's ministry, providing the opportunity for a regular
connection time to deepen relationships, foster connections, and inspire meaningful conversations.
This summer, we will start with a once-a-month evening
gathering for two hours, hosted by Joyce Miller, Mary Henderson, and Dorothy Peterson. In
the Fall, we will look to potentially host twice a month - once in the daytime and once in the
evening. Prior to each session we'll provide a theme to spark our conversations.

Mark your calendars:
June 16th at 7pm at Dorothy Peterson's home
July 14th at 7pm at Mary Henderson's home
August 11th at 7pm at Joyce Miller's home

is now>
Their website is now www.RaiseRight.com, to match their mobile app RaiseRight. Functionality
is now the same on both platforms, including Wallet, Favorites, and Ship to Home.
We only take physical card orders on the first Sunday of every month. The first Sunday will
give you an opportunity to order reloadable cards along with other physical cards you may need.
You will be able to place your own personal orders online anytime (instructions are below) for
virtual eCards and Reloads on existing cards, and pay from your own checking account for only $.15
per order.
Click on the links to download online ordering instructions and lists of retailers that offer virtual
eCards, Reloads, and Ship-To-Home cards.

RAISERIGHT-How to Order and Pay

eGIFT Cards

Reload Cards

Full Retailer List

Ship-To-Home

JUNE
BIRTHDAYS

JULY
BIRTHDAYS
1

3

Noah Baird

6

Bob Armstrong

9

Wendy Fanning
Randy King

14

Andrea DiOrio

15

Kenna Anderson

17

Lesley Sareny

18

Aimee Legatzke
Will Matthei

20

Justin Ciner

23

Kelly Chapple
Tim Raymond

25

Roseanne King

26

Andrew Craig

28

Dennis Luehring

30

Julie Schubert

Derek Breese
Martin Breese
Mikaela Breese
David Uhrig

3

Diane Breese

9

Nancy Lewis
Becca Staton

11

Krista Kapsa

15

Patti Woods

16

Marla Mothershed

17

Priscilla Barnett

19

Cindy Bute

22

Karen Fernandez

25

Hope Erickson

27

Lindsay Schaal
Michele Kirincich

29

Carol Honeywell

30

Dan Miller

MISSION NEWS
Food on the First
Thank you to all who have generously donated.
It is very appreciated! Here are the June/July needs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canned fruit
Canned vegetables
Cake mix and frosting
Salad dressing
Mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup
Cereal (hot or cold)
Canned tuna or chicken

•
•
•
•
•
•

Baby wipes
Diapers, sizes 5-6
Bar soap
Band-aids
Toilet Paper
Feminine Pads

Click here to make a financial donation to PRC.
Betty will be at church on the following
Saturdays from 1-2:30pm to collect
donations: June 11th and 18th and
July 16th and 30th.

Please make sure items have
not expired and are unopened.
If you have any questions, please
call Betty Greer at 847.207.9696.

Prairie Path Clean-up

Our next clean-up is on Sunday, June 12th at 2pm.
Contact Dawn Schubert with any questions at 630.542.0160
BACK BAY MISSION TRIP
St. Matthew will be sending a group of volunteers to Biloxi, Mississippi this
fall to work with Back Bay Mission. The cost for the trip is $250 per person,
which covers the cost of accommodations (dormitory style) in the volunteer
Mission house on the Back Bay campus. If you are interested or would like to
know more about the trip, look for the sign-up sheet in the narthex. A final
count needs to be submitted by August 1st. Contact Jeannine Adams for additional information at 630.890.7690.
Please consider participating in our annual St. Matthew Shopping Cart Brigade at the Wheaton 4th of July Parade. Alex Johnson has graciously offered
to help lead the shopping cart brigade. The parade begins at 10am, so plan
to arrive around 8:30 or 9am. This is a wonderful way for families to get involved and help make a difference for People's Resource Center and Interfaith Food Bank.
We will need people to push shopping carts to collect food donations, someone to drive the
truck, and walkers to collect money. Please contact Erin Walsh at edbreit@hotmail.com or
630.660.4651 or John Adams at jadams1958@gmail.com or 630.235.3698 if you would like
to sign up. We are hoping for a great turn out!

Guzman Family Update
An important mission at St. Matthew is nurturing and maintaining our relationship with the Guzman family in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. In 2001, while building homes in Honduras, God led us
to Catalina Guzman and her three children, Claudeth, Cinthia, and Daniel. This hard-working
mother and her children were living in very poor and unsafe conditions when we met them. Since
that time, St. Matthew members have generously donated funds to help the Guzman family in
several ways. We have worked alongside the family to build them a new and safer home, and we
sent Daniel and Claudeth to private bilingual school in order to break their cycle of poverty. With
each visit to Honduras, and each visit that Daniel and Claudeth have made to the U.S., our relationship with the family grows stronger.
Daniel, now 26 years old and fluent in English, works very hard and supports his mother. He has
always held jobs where he can use the English that he was taught, thanks to St. Matthew. He
works at a computer call center, but his dream is to work on a cruise ship. He was hired by one of
the cruise lines recently, but unfortunately, he learned he had a hernia and was told he could not
begin the job until he had surgery. That surgery is not something Daniel can afford, so he has had
to put his dream on hold. Claudeth lives with her sister Cinthia and helps care for Cinthia’s children. Catalina stays home and cares for the chickens, and attempts to sell tortillas and do laundry
for people within their village.
In November 2020, Honduras suffered two more hurricanes, which caused a great deal of damage
to the Guzman home and destroyed Daniel’s car. Because of destroyed bridges and no car, Daniel
was unable to get to his job. Thanks to the continued help from St. Matthew, Daniel was able to
make ends meet, pay for house repairs, and fix his car.
The Guzman family considers the St. Matthew family their family and are forever grateful for the
generosity shown them over the past 20 years. Catalina always reminds me that the people of St.
Matthew are in her prayers, and she will never forget us. A bridge has been built across the miles,
showing that short-term mission trips can lead to long-term relationships when we allow God to
lead our way.
Susan Wold
In the future, all Guzman inquiries can be made with John and Jeannine Adams

Dear friends of St Matthew,
The reason for this letter is to thank all our St Matthew friends that are with us all the
time in our hearts and have always been there for us! We appreciate all the help that
you have always given us when we are in need. You have always been a part of the Guzman family, family members to our family. We pray that God will always be with you,
take care of you, and bless you for all the kindness you have given our family.
With love,
Guzman family

2001

2020

2001

YOUTH
"To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow."
—Audrey Hepburn
It's that time when summer is right around the corner. I know
our students can't wait for that last bell to ring and for them to
jump out of those school doors and say, "Yes! We are done for
this year!"
Here at crazies, they can't wait to spend time with their fellow youth members, and we do
have a lot going on in the next 2 months. Mel and Blessy will be on vacation from June
26th-July 19th. Later in the summer, we'll be having our upcoming new crazies joining
us, which is really exciting for our group. In July, the youth are planning a one-day trip
down to Starved Rock. This is a great time for our new students and our current ones to
come together and find that connection.
June
June 5th: crazies from 4:30-6:15pm
June 12th: crazies from 4:30-6:15pm
June 19th: No crazies—Father's Day
June 26th: crazies from 4:30-6:15pm

July
July 3rd: No crazies—July 4th weekend
July 10th: crazies from 4:30-6:15pm
July 17th: crazies from 4:30-6:15pm
July 24th: crazies from 4:30-6:15pm
July 30th: Starved Rock
July 31st: No crazies

Finally, I want to take this moment to say thank you to Susan, our Children’s Ministry Director. After 16 years, her last day is June 12th. I've known Susan for the last 4 years and
I will never forget the memories we've made together here at St. Matthew. The conversations, the laughter, and the jokes will always be with me. She played a big role with Crazies, as well. Bringing up these kids and helping form their faith is a remarkable accomplishment. All of our past and current crazies are truly blessed to have had Susan in their
lives. Again, Susan, thank you for teaching these kids. Thank you for the hard work and
dedication you pour out not only for the kids but for the church, as well. You will be
missed. Crazies will miss you. Please don't forget about us.
God Bless,
Mel Jerome, Director of Youth Ministry

Congratulations to our 2022 Graduates!
Ben Achammer is graduating from Wheaton Warrenville South High
School. In the fall, he will be attending Illinois State University,
majoring in Geography/Computer Science.
Ethan Woods is graduating from Glenbard South High School. In
the fall, he will be attending Purdue University, majoring in Mechanical Engineering.
Payton Neufelder graduated with a Master’s in Public Policy from Loyola.
Abby Ridgway Johnson graduated from the DPT (Doctor of Physical Therapy) graduate
school program at UIC on May 5th. She has accepted a position with PT Solutions working
with outpatient Orthopedic and Vestibular patients. She will be continuing her education
with a residency program and certifications, and hopes to work with pelvic health patients
in the future.

Children’s Ministry
June 2022
In September 2006, I wrote my first Voice article. I estimate that I’ve written close to 180
articles over the past 16 years, this one being my last. I still remember how nervous I was
about writing my first article and spending about 4 hours going over and over my words. I
started looking at articles I’d written over the years and was amazed at all the things that
we did in Children’s Ministry that I’d forgotten. I also spent hours looking at years of pictures, shedding many tears while doing so. I hope that I served God in the way that I was
called to do. I have loved this ministry and all the children that have come and gone
throughout the years. I am so grateful for all the Christian Education committee members
who have supported me, the volunteers who taught and shepherded the children, the staff
who worked alongside me, and mostly the children who filled my heart with joy. Thank you
to the parents who entrusted your children to me, so we could walk alongside them on
their faith journey together. Thank you to the St. Matthew congregation who have become
my church family. I will miss all of you very much, and you and St. Matthew will remain in
my heart forever.
Summer Sunday School – Cereal
Isn’t that a funny title for Summer Sunday School? This summer, the children and leaders
will share a different breakfast cereal each Sunday morning. Following our breakfast meal,
we will have a Bible lesson, memory verse, games, skits, etc. all pertaining to the cereal we
shared for breakfast. I will teach the first class in the series and then pass it on to Deb
Felsenthal and other volunteers to lead. This also begins the start of the 10:30 summer dismissal time that continues to Rally Day.
Vacation Bible School 2022 – God’s Garden – June 6th through 10th – 9am to Noon
God has created everything that surrounds us, and He sees that everything is cared for.
During VBS, we will be learning about this circle that God has created. On Friday evening at
7pm, family and friends are invited to an ice cream social where the children will sing the
songs they learned throughout the week.

Nursery News
We welcome Kira Mothershed to the
St. Matthew staff as our new Nursery
Caregiver.
We are looking for volunteers willing to
be the second adult in the nursery. We
hope to have enough volunteers that
you would only be scheduled once a
month at the most. Please contact
Kenna at kenna1@comcast.net or
630.209.5710 if you would like to be
added to the list. Thank you!

Susan Wold
Director of Children’s Ministry

Miss Susan’s Last Sunday
Please join us on Sunday, June 12th for Miss Susan’s last
Sunday as the Children’s Ministry Director! We would love to
send her off with current and past families in attendance.
Enjoy some cake after church and offer Susan your
congratulations on her retirement.
We hope to see you there.
Happy retirement, Susan! You have made a difference to St.
Matthew’s families for over 25 years! We will miss you.

God’s Garden VBS
June 6-10th 9am-noon

June 10th—7pm Family Ice Cream Social

Click here to Register
now!
$30 per child by May
30th
$60 family
maximum
AFTER May 30th,
cost is $35 per child

Open to all kids who
have completed K-5th
and preschool children
(ages 3-4) who have
completed at least one
year of preschool

$70 family

Questions? Contact Susan Wold, CE Director, susan.wold@stmatthewucc.org,
office@stmatthewucc.org, or call 630.665.1236

Building
YARD WORK DAY Join us on Saturday, June 4th from
8-10am to do some yard work around the church. Bring
your favorite gloves, hoe, trowel, shovel, pruners, and/or
rake. Weather permitting. Contact Hi Baird or Rick Jungk
with questions.
GARDENER NEEDED As some of you may have noticed,
the garden to the right of the parking lot entrance isn't as
beautiful as usual. Rose Pankratz has been planting/
weeding/pruning this garden for the last several years, but
due to her recent health issues she's unable to continue
this year. If you'd be interested in taking care of this,
please let Rose, Hi Baird, or Rick Jungk know.

Announcements
Interested in learning more about St. Matthew?
Would you like to know more about St. Matthew or the UCC faith?
Are you interested in becoming a member?
Pastor Kyle would love to talk with you!
Contact Pastor Kyle or the office to set up a time to get together.

ESSE

Heartfelt thanks to all those who supported the recent Giving DuPage Days. It
was a wonderful 5-day online event that raised $373,314 from almost 2,800 donors, and 95 charities were supported. I am overjoyed to report that ESSE came
in 3rd place, earning $29,425. We are grateful for the support from St. Matthew!
ESSE Job Opening
ESSE Adult Day Center is seeking an individual to fill our (part-time) Activity Assistant position. A sincere interest in working with older adults is necessary, with a background in activities beneficial, however, training is available. Our Centers are open Monday-Friday from 7am5pm. Interested individuals, please contact Cathy Davit at 630.260.3773.

Yoga in the Sanctuary
Marla welcomes all members and friends to join her yoga class on
Thursdays at 10am this summer. Cost is $10/class.
Questions? Contact Marla Mothershed at 630.441.5963.

Prayer Requests
Please send prayer requests via the following links. You can also email
them to the office. You can make a public prayer request here:
https://www.stmatthewucc.org/joys-and-concerns
Private prayer requests can be made here:
https://www.stmatthewucc.org/prayer-chain

The Men’s Group meets on Tuesday mornings at 8am on
Zoom.
All men are welcome!
Contact Byron Miller at byronmiller@ameritech.net for a Zoom
invitation.

2022 Voice, Happenings, and Bulletin Due Dates
All submissions for the weekly Happenings and bulletin should be submitted to
the office no later than 9am Tuesday for the week it runs.
2022 VOICE deadlines: The Voice is not published in July.
July 17th, August 21st, September 18th, October 16th, November 13th, and
December 11th.

Online Sunday Worship

For those who are unable to attend Sunday worship in person, please join us
on Sunday morning at 9:30 online for the pastor’s weekly message and
worship service.
There are three ways to access Sunday worship:
Through YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/StMatthewUCC
**Once you are on YouTube, you have the option to turn on closed captioning and resize
the font. Once the video is playing, click on the setting wheel in the lower-right of your
screen, choose Subtitles/CC, then choose English.**
Through the St. Matthew Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmatthewucc/
Select YouTube on the left side.
Through our homepage: https://www.stmatthewucc.org/

Online Giving
If you would like to give to St. Matthew UCC, you can donate in
the following ways:
•

Mail a check to the church (1420 S. Gables Blvd., Wheaton, IL 60189)

• Online with PayPal
1. Simply click here to be directed to PayPal (or copy and paste): https://
www.stmatthewucc.org/donate and click the yellow DONATE button.
2. You will then be directed to PayPal where you can use your own personal PayPal
account or a credit card to make your donation.
3. Click on either +Write a note (Optional) on the first page or +Add special instructions to
recipient on the "Review your donation" page. Please indicate Sunday Offering so the money
gets credited to the correct account.
4. Please include your phone number so that we may contact you if we have any questions,
and your address if you would like to receive a giving statement.
• NOTE: You will be credited for the full amount of your gift on your giving statement; however,
PayPal charges a $.30 + 2.2% fee on each transaction. St. Matthew will receive the net amount.
The minimum amount for this online contribution method is $25.

•

Monthly electronic donations from your checking account

If you would like to set up monthly electronic donations, please download this form:
Electronic Donation Authorization, fill it out, and mail it to the church. You can also scan
this form, along with a voided check, and email it to financial.secretary@stmatthewucc.org.
These options are also listed on the St. Matthew website: www.stmatthewucc.org
Questions can be directed to Edie DeBoard at financial.secretary@stmatthewucc.org.
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9
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Cream Social

11

16
Men’s Group Women’s
8am
Ministry 7pm

17

18

22

24

Men’s Group
8am

5

6

7

11am Worship

8
Men’s Group
8am

Pentecost
Crazies 4:30

12

13

VBS

9am-noon

14

15

9:30am Worship
Miss Susan’s Last
Sunday
Crazies 4:30

Dani on

vacation

19

20

21

9:30am Worship
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Men’s Group
8am

Father’s Day
No crazies

26
9:30am Worship
Outdoor
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-up 2pm
Crazies 4:30

27

28
Election
Day
Primary

Saturday

29
Men’s Group
8am

30

Donation
Drop-off
1pm

Donation
Drop-off
1pm

25

July
Sunday

3
9:30am Worship
No crazies

10

Monday

Tuesday

4
5
Happy 4th of Men’s Group
8am
July

11

9:30am Worship

12

Wednesday

9:30am Worship

19

Saturday

1

2

9

7

8

Office

Closed this

Week
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14
Women’s
Ministry 7pm

15

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Men’s Group
8am

18

Friday

6

Crazies 4:30

17

Thursday

16
Donation
Drop-off
1pm

Men’s Group
8am

Crazies 4:30

24
9:30am Worship
Outdoor
Crazies 4:30

31
9:30am Worship
No crazies

25

26
Men’s Group
8am

Donation
Drop-off
1pm

St. Matthew United Church of Christ
630.665.1236 (Office)
Office Email: office@stmatthewucc.org
Web Site: www.stmatthewucc.org

STAFF
Rev. Kyle Roggenbuck, Interim Senior Pastor
kyle.roggenbuck@stmatthewucc.org
Susan Wold, Director of Children's Ministry
susan.wold@stmatthewucc.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30am
Sunday Church School:10am

Mel Jerome, Director of Youth Ministry
mel.jerome@stmatthewucc.org
Jamie Craig, Director of Music/Choir Director
jamie.craig@stmatthewucc.org

Our Purpose:
Become, Live, and Serve as Disciples of
Jesus Christ.
Our Identity:
No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, you are welcome and
accepted here at St. Matthew United
Church of Christ.

Brian Dobbelaere, Organist/Pianist
brian.dobbelaere@stmatthewucc.org
Kim Congdon, Handbell Director
kim.congdon@stmatthewucc.org
Dani de Leon, Office Manager
office@stmatthewucc.org
Dawnelle Muff, Business Manager
business.manager@stmatthewucc.org

